Support Broadband Affordability

AB 1388 (Ridley-Thomas)

What is the Goal of AB 1388?

Encourage the adoption and use of broadband for educational enrichment and health services 

What are the Key Provisions of AB 1388?

· Permits the Public Utilities Commission to create a grant program that covers the one-time installation costs to connect qualified entitles to a high-speed network

· Provides an additional 30% discount off of monthly network connection cost

· Funds the grant program through the repayment of the loan taken from the California Teleconnect Fund, from which the state borrowed $150 million to cover the budget deficit in 2003 

· Specifies that the use of the high speed network is for education and health services

Why Connect to a High-Speed Network?

· Needed for data-intensive applications that use animation, music, and video conferencing 

· Allows for many students to simultaneously access different academic courses without lag or interruption 

· Allows for real-time interaction between qualified teachers and students, or between medical specialists and patients hundreds of miles away

How will the Network be Used? 

· Offer online Advancement Placement courses, such as through the University of California College Prep, to students who attend schools without AP courses so they can be more competitive for college admission

· Offer academic enrichment services to supplement lessons learned in school 

· Provide medical examinations and treatment by connecting patients and medical specialists who live outside of the community 

Why Support AB 1388?

· Creates opportunities by bringing resources into the community

· Can boost academic achievement through online courses

· Saves residents money and time by allowing medical examinations without leaving their community

· Facilitates improved health by offering wider access to medical specialists and treatment

Organizations in support

California Community Technology Policy Group

North Coast Clinics Network

Northern Sierra Rural Health Network

The Children’s Partnership

California Public Utilities Commission

SBC

Verizon

California Library Association

Riverside County Library Association

Bay Area Video Coalition

Sunset Neighborhood Beacon Center

Computers in Our Future of Santa Barbara City College

Project TECH

Digital Underground Storytelling for Youth

