Support Community-Based Technology Access and Training Programs

AB 1458 (De La Torre)

What are the Goals of AB 1458?

· Determine why the state is losing tens of millions of dollars annually in lease revenue

· Serve as a place holder to capture this lost revenue

· Generate additional revenue for the General Fund and Digital Divide Grant Program

What is the Digital Divide Grant Program?

· Created in 2003 through AB 855 (Firebaugh and Levine) 

· Supports a wide range of community-based technology training programs

· Assures that residents in underserved communities reap the educational, employment, and health benefits offered through advances in technology 

Why Should the State Support Community-Based Training Programs?

· Technology literacy is especially critical today, as 60% of all jobs require technology skills and those using computers earning 43% more than other workers

· Community-based programs have proven themselves to be effective at enrolling and training residents in underserved communities in technology skills

· These programs are housed in trusted and established community-based organizations with staff who reflect the community in which they serve, and that reach the most underserved residents

How does the Digital Divide Grant Program Receive Its Revenues?

· The authorizing legislation centralized and streamlined the application process to lease state-owned property for the placement of cellular towers

· A small portion of the revenue (15%) generated from leases go in to the Digital Divide Account

· The governor’s office, in signing this bill into law, stated that the bill would generate $20-$40 million in additional revenue for the state general fund

Why Support 1458?

· Serves as a vehicle to determine why the statute has generated only $165,000 in 2004

· Creates dialogue with the appropriate state agency (DGS)

· Allows for improvements to be made to the program when information and data are returned from DGS

· Collects millions of dollars for the state

· Accelerates the launch of the Digital Divide Grant program, since, at the current revenue rate, the program would not begin until 2013-14

Current Status as of April 28, 2005

Scheduled to be heard in Assembly Appropriations Committee

For More Information

Richard Chabran, Chair, at (909) 234-1768 or chabran@cctpg.org
James Lau, Policy Specialist, at (310) 260-1220 or jlau@childrenspartnership.org
Hellan Roth Dowden, Consultant, at (916) 554-0997 or hrdowden@aol.com
