March 30, 2005

The Honorable Martha Escutia

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 5080

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:
SB 850:  BROADBAND ACCESSIBILITY AND AVAILABILITY

Position:         SUPPORT 

HEARING :    Senate Energy, Utilities & Communications,  APRIL 5, 2005

Dear Senator Escutia:

CCTPG supports your bill, SB 850, which proposes to develop strategies to make broadband networks widely available throughout the state of California. 

CCTPG is a statewide organization that consists of over 200 nonprofit organizations, representing after-school, employment training, community development, health care, housing, youth development, adult education, and other organizations that have integrated technology access and training into their programs, or are using technology in innovative ways to accomplish their missions.  
These organizations, and the constituents they serve, rely upon and want broadband, which is necessary for these organizations to offer data-intensive services, such as distance learning and telemedicine.  Further, broadband has been shown in many studies to increase the economic and educational opportunities for many communities, especially low-income and rural, by bringing resources that are not available in their communities.  Finally, the deployment of widespread broadband throughout California has been projected to increase the state gross product by $376 billion and create two million new jobs, both over ten years.  Yet, our current analysis shows that broadband is not available, affordable, or accessible to all Californians.

The benefits of broadband can be realized with the passage of SB 850.  Therefore, CCTPG strongly supports SB 850.  If there are any questions, please contact me at (909) 234-1768 and chabran@cctpg.org; James Lau, Policy Specialist with The Children’s Partnership, at (310) 260-1220 and jlau@childrenspartnership.org; or Hellan Dowden, our Sacramento advocate, at (916) 554-0997 and hrdowden@aol.com.

Sincerely,

Richard Chabran

Chair

cc:
Members of the Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee


Steering Committee Members of the CCTPG

