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September 12, 2003
The Honorable Gray Davis
Governor, State of California
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: SB 720 (BOWEN) TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES

SUPPORT

Dear Governor Davis:

The California Community Technology Policy Group (CCTPG) strongly urges you to sign SB 720.  CCTPG is a coalition of over 200 nonprofit organizations that provide access to computers and the Internet to communities that have limited access to technology.  These organizations provide a myriad of services using the Internet, including academic enrichment, workforce training, and distance learning.  Through providing these services to both youth and adults, we have seen the positive effects the Internet has had on increasing academic achievement and creating economic opportunities.

As we have continued to provide these services, we have also seen these resources available through the Internet evolve and become more sophisticated.  These resources complement the learning that takes place in the classroom, helping students to do better in school.  For instance, students enrolled in a chemistry distance-learning class can watch an animated chemistry experiment unfold in a matter of seconds on their computer screen—without having to wait days for a chemical reaction to occur.  These types of applications—coupled with multiple students simultaneously accessing the Internet to use these applications—require a high speed Internet connection.  

Many more Californians would be able to utilize applications that require a high-speed Internet connection through SB 720.  This bill would provide a one-time discount of 40% of costs for “last-mile” connection to a high-speed network.  Furthermore, SB 720 would pay for these costs through the California Teleconnect Fund (CTF), which is projected to have a starting balance of $110 million for fiscal year 2004.  Finally, by using CTF, SB 720 does not negatively affect the state’s General Fund. 

SB 720 is a good bill that would benefit many Californians and uses unencumbered existing funds.  Therefore, we urge you to sign SB 720.

Sincerely, 
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Richard Chabran, Chair

cc:
Senator Debra Bowen
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