Developing Digital Opportunities in 2005

An Agenda for California

Why Technology Matters

In this technology dependent world, access to and training computer and Internet skills are fast becoming a necessity.  Access to technology can increase academic achievement, help develop workforce skills, connect patients to information about their health, and allow access to government services.  For example: 

· 78% of youth ages 12-17 who have Internet access say they believe the Internet helps them with schoolwork;
· For youth in homes with computers, high school graduation rates increase 6 to 8%, there is a lower rate of school suspensions and an overall higher grade-point average;
· An estimated 60% of all jobs require skills with technology;
· People who use computers on the job earn 43% more than other workers; and
· The widespread build out of broadband would increase the state’s gross product by $376 billion and create two million new jobs, both over 10 years.  
Policies that Support Digital Opportunities

To increase digital opportunities, there are several policy proposals that promote the availability and affordability of broadband infrastructure and technology training programs.  Following are policies the legislature should support: 

· SB 850 (Escutia) determines where broadband currently exists and then develops strategies to encourage the build out of broadband in areas lacking access;

· AB 1388 (Ridley-Thomas) increases the availability of broadband by providing incentives to community-based programs, health clinics, and libraries to connect to broadband;

· AB 1458 (De La Torre) generates additional revenue for technology training programs;

· Budget Item # 6110-182-0001 funds a high-speed K-12 educational Internet network that extends into all 58 counties.  Ensuring that this network continues to receive state funding will provide an option for other entities to connect to and use this network; and

· A-05-02-027 refers to the merger of SBC and AT&T at the California Public Unities Commission.  As required by state law (Public Utilities Code Section 854), a merger of this magnitude must yield an economic benefit for ratepayers.  When a similar merger occurred in 1997 between SBC and Pacific Telesis, the CPUC drafted a Community Partnership Agreement that directed $50 million to and created the Community Technology Foundation, which has awarded millions of dollars to community-based organizations that use technology to achieve their mission.  A similar agreement should be reached so that underserved communities can gain access to and training in technology.
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