April 14, 2005

The Honorable Lloyd Levine

Chair, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee 

State Capitol, Room 5136

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:
SUPPORT AB 1388 (Ridley-Thomas) CALIFORNIA TELECONNECT FUND SCHEDULED FOR HEARING APRIL 18, 2005
Dear Assemblymember Levine:

The California Community Technology Policy Group urges you to support AB 1388, which repays the loan taken out on the California Teleconnect Fund (CTF) in 2003.  In addition, the borrowed funds would be used to encourage qualified entities to connect to a high-speed network to increase educational achievement and the availability of telemedicine services. 

By way of background, CCTPG consists of over 200 nonprofit organizations, representing after-school, employment training, community development, health care, housing, youth development, adult education, and other organizations that have integrated technology access and training into their programs, or are using technology in innovative ways to accomplish their missions.  CCTPG’s goal is to advocate for policies that assure underserved communities reap the economic, educational, health, and civic benefits offered by new digital innovations.

At a time when community organizations face especially severe budget constraints, AB 1388 will help them continue to serve their residents by allowing them to save money on connecting to a high-speed network and shift the savings into other needed services.  In addition, AB 1388 will make a high-speed connection to the Internet affordable for community-based organizations, allowing their constituents access to and use of effective educational materials and learning resources, many of which require a fast connection in order to accommodate interactive and graphic-intensive resources.

CCTPG strongly supports AB 1388 and urges the committee to support the bill.  Please contact me at (909) 234-1768 if you should need additional information.

Sincerely,

Richard Chabran

Chair

cc: 
Members of the Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee


Assemblymember Mark Ridley-Thomas

