e-Lection:

Using the Internet to Register to Vote and Learn about Election Issues

The Opportunity

Community centers with Internet access are in an ideal position to help neighborhood residents participate in their local elections on November 2.

Through the Internet, residents can register to vote, learn about the views of candidates and about ballot initiatives, and follow the election results.  

An Action Plan

These non-partisan voter registration and election materials suggest practical ways that community technology programs can help promote civic participation around the elections.  They were developed by Anne Neville, formerly of the Cyber Y Technology Center at the YMCA Youth and Family Services in San Diego, California and James Lau of The Children’s Partnership for the California Community Technology Policy Group.

These activities are part of a nonpartisan voter and candidate information program aimed at raising awareness about the technology gap and how to address it.  Spearheaded by The Children’s Partnership, in cooperation with the California Community Technology Policy Group and CTCNet, the program is being implemented in California and shared with technology leaders across the country.  For more information, contact frontdoor@childrenspartnership.org or call (310) 260-1220.

E-Lection 101:

Curriculum for teaching how to use the Internet to register to vote and to learn about ballot issues

Goals: 

· Register participants to vote using the Internet

· Show participants how to learn about candidates and the issues that will appear on the ballot using the Internet.

Lesson Plan: 

I. Welcome, Goals and Overview for the session (5 minutes) 

Course will cover:

· Prerequisites for Registering to Vote

· Becoming an Educated Voter

· Voting

· Finding out who won 

II. Prerequisites for registering to vote (5 minutes):

a. You are a United States Citizen;

b. You are a Resident of California;

c. You are at least 18 years of age (or will be by the date of the next election);

d. You are not in prison or on parole for conviction of a felony;

e. You have not been judged by the court to be mentally incompetent to register to vote.

You will need to re-register to vote when:

a. You move;

b. You change your name;

c. You change your political party affiliation.

III. Two ways to register to vote using the Internet (20 minutes) 

Option 1: Fill out the online form (To ensure that you will be able to vote in the Nov. 2 elections, please use this option only if today’s date is before October 8.  If today’s date is after October 8, go to Option 2 below).  IMPORTANT: After you complete and submit the on-line form, remember:
(a) That in approximately 7-10 days, you will receive your completed form in the mail

(b) To sign, date, and drop the form in the mail (postage is already paid)

(c) YOUR FORM/APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED BY OCTOBER 18th, 2004 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE.  

Click http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/votereg1.html to fill out the on-line form.  

Option 2: Print out the form and mail in If today’s date is past October 8, you can still register to vote, but you will have to print and fill out the voter registration form.  Once it is completed, you can mail or drop off the form either at your county Registrar of Voters (to find yours, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/ca_map_counties.html and click on your county) or mail it to the Secretary of State: 

Secretary of State 

1500 11th Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Be sure that your form is postmarked by OCTOBER 18th, 2004. 

Click http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm and scroll down and select “Download and Mail a Voter Registration Form”.

IV. Becoming an Educated Voter: Learning about candidates and issues that will appear on the ballot in California (20 minutes).  The following is a listing of Websites, created by both government and non-partisan groups, that you can explore to learn more about the candidates and the issues that will appear on your ballot.
(a) The Secretary of State is the state’s chief elections officer and provides comprehensive information about voting.  On this site, you will find everything from how to request an absentee ballot to reading online the official voter information guide for the November election. http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections.htm (for national, go to http://www.nass.org/sos/sos.html)

(b) Your local County Elections Official’s Website.  This is equivalent to the Secretary of State, but at the local level.  Most counties maintain a Website where you can find out about your local elections.  To find yours, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/ca_map_counties.html and click on your county.  

(c) Smart Voter is a non-partisan voter education Website.  Places of particular interest: 

i. An orientation for new voters: read about the types of elections in California and preparing to vote, such as how to judge and pick a candidate. http://www.smartvoter.org/voter/howto.html   

ii. View your sample ballot by typing in your address, which will also provide you with links to contact and learn more about the candidates.  http://www.smartvoter.org
(d) Cal Voter Foundation is a non-partisan organization that provides voter education information. Three places of particular interest: 

i. California Online Voter Guide 2004: provides a listing of all candidates running for office.  In addition, where supplied, additional information is provided for each race, including contact information for the candidates, job descriptions of the office, news stories about the race, and how much money the candidate has raised.   http://www.calvoter.org/voter/elections/2004/index.html
ii. Initiative Watch: provides more information about ballot initiatives and links to learn more about the initiatives. http://www.calvoter.org/voter/elections/2004/props/index.html
iii. How to Make an On-line Voter Guide: helps you make a guide specifically to your voting area. http://www.calvoter.org/issues/votered/pub/quicktips.html
(e) Legislative Analyst’s Office, a state governmental agency, provides fiscal and policy advice to the legislature.  In addition, it also prepares fiscal analyses of all qualified statewide ballot measures. http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot_source/Propositions.aspx
(f) Project Vote Smart is a national library of factual information on over 13,000 elected offices and candidates for public office.  It covers five basic areas about the elected officials: backgrounds, their positions on issues, their voting records, how much money they have raised, and the performance evaluations made on them by over 100 conservative to liberal special interests.  http://www.vote-smart.org 
V. Voting: Now that I’m registered and educated, now what?  (10 minutes)  There are two ways to you can vote: (1) At the polls or (2) by absentee ballot.  
1. At the Polls: If you want to vote in person, you can find out where to vote by going to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_ppl.htm.  However, this function will not be available until mid-October.  Also, on some County Registrar of Voters’ Website, you can type in your address to find out your voting location. To find yours, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/ca_map_counties.html and click on your county.  Most counties maintain a Website where you can find out about your local elections.
Absentee Voting: If you are too busy or if you would rather not go to the polls on election day, you may request an absentee ballot before Oct. 26.  When you receive your ballot by mail, you will then need to complete it and your elections official needs to receive it by Nov. 2, either by mail or in person.  To learn more about absentee voting, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_m.htm, where you can also request an absentee ballot.  
VI. Who Won?  (10 minutes)  Now that you’ve voted, you can receive up to the minute results of how candidates and ballot measures are faring.  The Secretary of State and some local County Registrar of Voters offer this service.  This service will be available on November 2, so check http://www.ss.ca.gov and hit your refresh button often to see the vote count change.
VII. Wrap-up and Final Questions (5 minutes)   

e-Lection

A Product of the California Community Technology Policy Group

September 2004

Page 1

