Elections Resources

The following is a listing of Websites, created by both government and non-partisan groups, that you can explore to learn more about the candidates and the issues that will appear on your ballot.
Voter Education Websites

The Secretary of State is the state’s chief elections officer and provides comprehensive information about voting.  On this site, you will find everything from how to request an absentee ballot to reading online the official voter information guide for the November election. http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections.htm
Your local County Elections Official’s Website.  This is equivalent to the Secretary of State, but at the local level.  Most counties maintain a Website where you can find out about your local elections.  To find yours, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/ca_map_counties.html and click on your county.  

Smart Voter is a non-partisan voter education Website.  Places of particular interest: 

i. An orientation for new voters: read about the types of elections in California and preparing to vote, such as how to judge and pick a candidate. http://www.smartvoter.org/voter/howto.html   

ii. View your sample ballot by typing in your address, which will also provide you with links to contact and learn more about the candidates.  http://www.smartvoter.org
Cal Voter Foundation is a non-partisan organization that provides voter education information.  Three places of particular interest: 

i. California Online Voter Guide 2004: provides a listing of all candidates running for office.  In addition, where supplied, additional information is provided for each race, including contact information for the candidates, job descriptions of the office, news stories about the race, and how much money the candidate has raised. http://www.calvoter.org/voter/elections/2004/index.html
ii. Initiative Watch: provides more information about ballot initiatives and links to learn more about the initiatives. http://www.calvoter.org/voter/elections/2004/props/index.html 
iii. How to Make an On-line Voter Guide: helps you make a guide specifically to your voting area.  http://www.calvoter.org/issues/votered/pub/quicktips.html 

(a) Legislative Analyst’s Office, a state governmental agency, provides fiscal and policy advice to the legislature.  In addition, it also prepares fiscal analyses of all qualified statewide ballot measures. http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot_source/Propositions.aspx 

The officially recognized political parties in California:
i. The California Republican Party: www.cagop.org
ii. Libertarian Party of California: www.lp.org
iii. California Democratic Party: www.ca-dem.org
iv. Green Party of California: www.cagreens.org
v. Reform Party of California: http://reformpartyofcalifornia.org/
vi. Natural Law Party of California: www.natural-law.org
vii. American Independent Party: www.aipca.org
How to Vote

There are two ways you can vote: (1) At the polls or (2) by absentee ballot.
At the Polls: If you want to vote in person, you can find out where to vote by going to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_ppl.htm.  However, this function will not be available until mid-October.  Also, on some County Registrar of Voters’ Website, you can type in your address to find out your voting location. To find yours, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/ca_map_counties.html and click on your county.  Most counties maintain a website where you can find out about your local elections.

Absentee Voting: If you are too busy or if you would rather not go to the polls on election day, you may request an absentee ballot before Oct. 26.  When you receive your ballot by mail, you will then need to complete it and your elections official needs to receive it by Nov. 2, either by mail or in person.  To learn more about absentee voting and to apply for an absentee ballot, go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_m.htm. 
Watch the Elections Results

Now that you’ve voted, you can receive up to the minute results of how candidates and ballot measures are faring.  The Secretary of State and some local County Registrar of Voters offer this service.  This service will be available on November 2, so check http://www.ss.ca.gov and hit your refresh button often to see the vote count change.  
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