(Date)

To:
Editors and Reporters

From:


I am writing to inform you of an important new effort to use technology to encourage voter participation in the upcoming November elections.  

From now until Election day, community-based technology centers across California will register voters online and to encourage voter participation by helping community members to learn about the candidates and issues through online information resources.  In particular, these community-based agencies will be reaching out to low income community residents and other disenfranchised community members to encourage their participation in the electoral process.

(Insert a paragraph describing your event.  For example, In Riverside, the Community Digital Initiative, Riverside--working with the Latino Network/Registration Voter Project and the League of Women Voters, will kick off this effort by hosting 2 workshops that will register citizens to vote and educate residents about the candidates and issues through the Internet. The event will be held on Wednesday, October 2, from 5:30 - 7:30 PM at CDI, 2060 University Ave, Room 103 in Riverside.)

Participating community-based technology centers are being supported in this effort by the California Community Technology Policy Group (CCTPG), a statewide coalition working to assure that underserved communities have access to the economic, educational, health and civic resources and benefits offered by computers, the Internet and other technological innovations.  To assist participating centers the Policy Group has developed sample information materials promoting registration events, an e-Lection 101 Curriculum for use by the centers in hosting online voter registration activities, a compilation of nonpartisan Voter Education On-Line Resources and a Step-by Step Guide to Registering to Vote On-Line to register and engage voters through the use of technology.
Given that just over 70% of eligible Californians registered to vote in the last presidential elections, and that just over half (51.92%) of eligible Californians voted in that election, it is essential to our Democracy that new and effective ways be found to encourage people to register and to vote. Technology offers new tools in this effort, and community- based technology centers are using them to reach out to community members who have traditionally been disenfranchised from the voting process.

I hope you will consider developing a story on the efforts of [insert your program name and location] to register voters online, and to use the Internet to encourage their participation in the upcoming elections.  For information about events in (insert your city name), please contact (contact name and phone #) or by email at (insert email address).  Additional information is also available on the web at www.cctpg.org
