Support Broadband Availability

SB 850 (Escutia)

What are the Goals of SB 850?

· Assess where broadband currently exists

· Develop strategies to encourage the build out of broadband in to all communities

· Ensure communities benefit from the opportunities provided by access to broadband

What is broadband?

· Always on, high speed Internet connections that range from 384 kbps to 10Mbps

· An infrastructure that enables access to academic enrichment, professional development, business application, and telemedicine services

· The infrastructure allows for the transport and exchange of data-intensive files

Why Build out Broadband?

· Projected to increase California’s gross state product by $376 billion and create two million new job, both over ten years

· Essential to maintain and strengthen California’s leadership in Information Technology 
· Creates economic opportunities by allowing businesses to tap into a global market

What Services Does Broadband Allow?

· Academic enrichment—applications that use multimedia to reinforce learning and raise academic achievement levels

· Workforce and professional development—courses that develop workforce skills

· Telemedicine—patients consult with and receive treatment by medical specialists hundreds of miles away

· Distance learning—online classes offered in subjects that are unavailable in school or online courses offered for credit to earn a bachelors or masters degree

· Telecommuting—individuals can work from home or anywhere, communicating and sharing information with anyone around the world in real-time

· Assistive technology—persons with disabilities can communicate with others, such as through video phones with closed captioning

· E-government—more responsive, accessible, and cost-efficient government as local, state, and federal programs are providing services online

Current Status as of April 27, 2005

Placed on suspense file in Senate Appropriations Committee (April 18)

For More Information

Richard Chabran, Chair, at (909) 234-1768 or chabran@cctpg.org
James Lau, Policy Specialist, at (310) 260-1220 or jlau@childrenspartnership.org
Hellan Roth Dowden, Consultant, at (916) 554-0997 or hrdowden@aol.com 

